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It’s an unusual setting and
an unusual event and it all
screams decadence.

An anonymous Cadboro
Bay homeowner has volun-
teered his sparsely-fur-
nished living room to host a
piano from one of the most
expensive lines in the world
— and the luxury piano-
maker himself. 

A 20-something tattooed
woman answers the door in
an apron, tends to the chil-
dren and sets a platter of
biscuits on the table. The
piano will remain here for
photos before being moved,
hours later, to its nearby
rightful home — also anony-
mous.

The piano is a Fazioli and
it’s the first of its kind on
Vancouver Island. While
Steinways may be known as
the fanciest pianos around,
Faziolis are actually the
most expensive, based on
the regular black piano line,
with prices ranging from
$90,000 to $220,000.

It’s a particularly special
occasion because Paolo
Fazioli himself will make a
quick stop in town for the
event. This is like having
Mr. Ferrari escort one of his
cars — when talking about
Faziolis, the perfect
machines are often com-
pared to luxury cars.

Anticipation has been
building for his arrival. And
then, in a flurry of action,
he and his small entourage
are here.

Within minutes, Vancou-
ver-based concert pianist
Daniel Chow is playing
away. Mozart’s Turkish
March explodes with enor-
mous sound and Fazioli
leans on the piano and peers
over the keys, grinning.

There’s a distinctly boy-
ish quality about the luxury
piano-maker, who plinks a
few notes of the Turkish
March following Chow’s
performance. He’s wearing
a houndstooth tweed jacket
and salmon-coloured tie —
and when he perches on the
piano bench, he stretches
his legs out in front of him
and looks at his feet with

glee. He’s wearing only
socks.

Fazioli has a thick Italian
accent and has a habit of
repeating things. Your
father was a furniture
maker? “Si. Si, si si si,” he
says.

But it wasn’t his father
who taught him the art of
piano-making. Fazioli grew
up in Italy studying piano
performance, but graduated
as an engineer. 

“I decided to join those
two knowledges,” he says.
“The scientific knowledge
and the artistic knowledge
of making pianos.”

Since launching his com-

pany 30 years ago, Fazioli
has kept production low and
controlled. Each year, 100 to
120 pianos come out of a
single factory in Sacile,
Italy — and they’ve been
played by the likes of jazz
master Herbie Hancock
and Bach-interpreter
Angela Hewitt.

Fazioli himself person-
ally tests each one of his
instruments, crafted with
wood from the same red
spruce forests in the Italian
Alps that Antonio Stradivari
insisted on using for his vio-
lins, in the 19th century. He
says they’ve made improve-
ments over time, but his

team is always striving for
an unachievable level of
perfection. 

“We are looking for this,”
he says. “One that is more
ideal than the reality.”

Fazioli doesn’t have a
favourite model, calling
himself a father who loves
all his sons. He’ll never
compromise on sound by
making upright pianos —
only grands, like the first
piano ever made. He’ll only
compromise in his own life,
calling himself a business-
man first, because all
artists must be business-
men if they hope to be suc-
cessful. He relates the very

best sound a piano can
make to the undefinable
“bel canto italiano,” a
phrase that has no real
meaning but nostalgic con-
nection to lost, operatic
songs. The piano must also
have a sound that can be
easily molded by the
pianist.

“It’s like having materi-
als that you can easily
manipulate,” he says. “This
is important.”

Chow has been playing in
the background, all the
while. 

He echos Fazioli’s words,
saying it’s very easy to
extract the sound he wants.

He points to the carefully
crafted interior. 

“It’s very unusual to have
that sort of detail and
beauty on the inside,” he
says. But while luxury
pianos are a treat, it doesn’t
really make a difference to
him, he says.

“For me, music comes
from the person and from
the heart,” he said. 

“No matter what the
piano — if it’s a sort of lux-
ury brand like the Fazioli, or
if it’s something in an old
retirement home — it 
doesn’t matter, as long as
everyone enjoys the music.”
asmart@timescolonist.com

J
apanese-born pianist
Shoko Inoue has
given several public
concerts since mov-
ing here from

Toronto last December,
and will appear with the
Victoria Symphony next
season. She is unquestion-
ably a gifted performer. 

Yet she believes that
many concert-hall conven-
tions — the big spaces, the
museum-like atmosphere,
the regulated applause, the
tuxedos and other formali-
ties — can constitute bar-
riers to a profound appre-
ciation of classical music,
and can intimidate and dis-
courage potential new
audiences.

Seeking to make classi-
cal music more accessible
and to communicate it
more directly and engag-
ingly, Inoue has tried her
hand at private recitals,
words-and-music pro-

grams and other ventures
over the years.

Now she is planning her
most radical and ambitious
experiment: From May
through August 2012, she
will undertake an 8,000-
kilometre cross-Canada
tour in a military cargo
truck whose flatbed has
been converted into a cov-
ered stage from which she
will perform in places that
do not usually host classi-
cal recitals, including
resource towns, native
reserves, schools and
parks.

It is called the Bach
with Nature tour since it
serves a second, non-musi-
cal purpose: promoting
ecological awareness. The
tour was jointly conceived
by Inoue and her partner
Ryan May, who was born
in Bowser and holds a
Bachelor of Science
degree from McGill Uni-
versity’s Faculty of Agri-
cultural and Environmen-
tal Sciences. 

In dozens of countries
on four continents, most
recently during a year
spent in Honduras and
Brazil, May has worked in
such fields as organic
farming, sustainable agri-
culture, permaculture
design, ecosystem restora-
tion, agroforestry and
resource-based fair trade.
The couple met in March

2010 while Inoue was visit-
ing Victoria, and they
share each other’s pas-
sions.

Indeed, May’s advocacy
of a closer connection
between people and the
land is analogous to
Inoue’s search for a closer
connection between her
audiences and the music
she plays. Bach with
Nature was a natural out-
growth of their overlap-
ping interests.

The tour will run on
biodiesel and solar power,
and will include other sig-
nificant ecological compo-
nents. 

Wherever Inoue stops
to perform, May will plant
fruit trees and other edible
plants, and discuss and
demonstrate sustainable
agricultural design. 

The tentative itinerary
will likely include stops in
settings that reinforce the
ecological message, both
natural (clearcuts, ruined
ecosystems) and urban
(industrial slums, strip
malls).

This is no pie-in-the-sky
undertaking; the daunting
logistics of the project are
being addressed responsi-
bly and capably. 

A private pledge has
already covered the cost
of the truck, for instance,
and a major piano com-
pany in Toronto has

expressed a desire to par-
ticipate by supplying
either high-end electric
pianos or concert grands,
as appropriate.

Crucial to supporting
the tour will be a series of
fundraising concerts Inoue
plans to give in Victoria,
elsewhere on Vancouver
Island and in Vancouver —
including recitals in pri-
vate homes, something she
undertook often and suc-
cessfully while living in
Toronto.

House concerts were
once commonplace — the
“Schubertiades” of early-
19th-century Vienna are a
famous example — and
their return would be wel-
come. The intimacy of

house concerts gives them
a special intensity and
encourages dialogue.
Much music in the stan-
dard repertoire — Bach’s
keyboard works, Haydn’s
string quartets,
Beethoven’s piano sonatas,
Schubert’s songs — was
never intended to be per-
formed in public.

The couple live with a
friend in a beautiful her-
itage house in Oak Bay, at
151 Sunny Lane. 

It is there that Inoue
will offer her first recital,
on Wednesday; she will
give a second concert
there on Dec. 15, and a
third at 3950 Valhalla
Lane, in Cadboro Bay, on
Dec. 20 (suggested dona-

tion: $40). Inoue will also
give three public recitals
at the cosy Church of
Truth in James Bay on
Dec. 12 and on Jan. 19 and
29 ($25). (All six recitals
begin at 7 p.m.; tickets can
be purchased at Ivy’s Book
Shop.)

In these concerts, Inoue
will draw on repertoire
including Bach’s English
Suites, Beethoven’s Pathé-
tique and “Tempest”
Sonatas, and Schubert’s
impromptus — music ideal
for intimate surroundings.

For more details — and
to inquire about hosting a
house concert yourself or
otherwise supporting the
tour — go to 
bachwithnature.com.
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Pianist Shoko Inoue and her partner, Ryan May, are heading across Canada next  May
through August with a flatbed truck that can be converted into a covered stage.
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Famed piano maker Paolo Fazioli watches pianist Daniel Chow perform on one of his creations. The luxury piano is the first of its kind to come to
Vancouver Island. Fazioli’s company makes between 100 and 120 a year, and Paolo tests each one before it is delivered.

Have piano, will travel
Pianist and partner plan cross-country trek that will
combine music and environmental awareness
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Striving for perfection
Luxury piano manufacturer Paolo Fazioli says each instrument he makes is a quest for an ideal
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